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PERTH MUSEUM — EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.08 pm]: I am pleased to announce 
that an expression of interest for a managing contractor to design and construct Western Australia’s new 
museum has been advertised on the TendersWA website today. The invitation is open to local, national and 
international contractors, with an appointment expected to be made in late 2015, and we certainly expect strong 
interest from the market. This is an exciting milestone for the progress of the new museum, and highlights this 
government’s commitment to this important piece of cultural infrastructure and investment in the vibrancy of our 
state. The new museum will incorporate the heritage-listed buildings currently on the Museum site in the 
Perth Cultural Centre, including the Hackett, Beaufort and Jubilee buildings and Old Perth Gaol. The 
government is seeking contractors who share our aspiration to construct a landmark building that will enable all 
Western Australians to share the stories that are important to them. It will be developed using a people-first 
approach and reflect the unique history, creativity and diversity of the state. The managing-contractor 
procurement model, which involves appointing a suitable contractor to manage the design and construction team, 
is being employed to ensure value for money and a well-designed facility.  

Although it is not always easy to measure, there can be no doubt that museums play an important role in building 
communities, supporting the economy and promoting learning. This project is one of the most significant 
museum redevelopments underway in the world and it presents a unique opportunity for the state. People travel 
thousands of kilometres every year to visit great cities of the world and their museums and I have no doubt that 
from 2020 the WA Museum in Perth will be at the top of that list. 

In announcing this milestone, I acknowledge Alec Coles, WA Museum CEO, and Museum staff, the team for the 
Department of Culture and the Arts and the Office of Strategic Projects in the Department of Treasury for their 
hard work and commitment to this project. I look forward to updating the house on future progress. 
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